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Quote about Basque Country

�¯�+�L�G�G�H�Q �D�P�R�Q�J�V�W �P�R�X�Q�W�D�L�Q�V �D���S�H�R�S�O�H
�L�Q�K�D�E�L�W�V �E�R�W�K �V�L�G�H�V �R�I �W�K�H �:�H�V�W�H�U�Q
�3�\�U�H�Q�Q�H�V�����D���S�H�R�S�O�H �W�K�D�W �K�D�V���S�U�H�V�H�U�Y�H�G �L�W�V
�D�Q�F�L�H�Q�W �O�D�Q�J�X�D�J�H �R�Y�H�U �O�R�Q�J���F�H�Q�W�X�U�L�H�V�����D�Q�G
�W�R �D���J�U�H�D�W �H�[�W�H�Q�W �L�W�V �R�O�G �U�H�J�L�P�H �D�Q�G
�F�X�V�W�R�P�V �D�V���Z�H�O�O�����D���S�H�R�S�O�H �Z�K�L�F�K �K�D�V��
�P�D�Q�D�J�H�G �W�R �N�H�H�S �L�W�V�H�O�I �D�S�D�U�W �I�U�R�P �W�K�H �Y�L�H�Z
�R�I �W�K�H �V�S�H�F�W�D�W�R�U �D�Q�G �W�K�H �F�R�Q�T�X�H�U�R�U�¬�V
�V�Z�R�U�G�����W�K�H �%�D�V�T�X�H �S�H�R�S�O�H���°
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BASQUE COUNTRY: Situation
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ESTRUCTURA FISICA Y 
SOCIODEMOGRAFICA
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BASQUE COUNTRY: Structure I
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DISTRIBUTION OF GDP* (2007)

BASQUE COUNTRY: Structure II
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BASQUE COUNTRY: Structure III

BASQUE COUNTRY: Structure II
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Regional GDP in the European Union, 2007
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BASQUE COUNTRY: Competencies

STATE

Armed Forces

Foreign Affairs

Monetary system

Ports and Airports

Postal system and communications

Foreign trade

Customs & Excise

National rail system
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Human Development Index Value - 2007
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BASQUE COUNTRY: HDI

Human Development Index = Life Expectancy Index + E ducation Index + GDP Index
3

Source: Eustat, HDR and UNDP – United Nations Develo pment Programme. Human Development Report 2007
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BASQUE COUNTRY: OWN Treasury I
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BASQUE COUNTRY: OWN Treasury II (2009 )

INDUSTRY
HOUSING & ENVIRONMENT
TRANSPORT
LABOUR
JUSTICE
INTERIOR
CULTURE 
AGRICULTURE+FINANCES
+ADMINISTRATION

EDUCATION  (25.0%)

HEALTH         (32.8%)

OTHERS
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-Presidency/General Secretariat for Foreign Affairs

-5 Basque Government Delegations abroad: Brussels, 
Argentina, Chile, México and United States

The Basque Country Delegation:

- Representation since 1986, but Judgement of Constitutional 
Court (1994), and our Delegation now (since 1996). First 
Spanish regions representation

- Objectives: is the body that represents the Basque Country, 
as well as defending and promoting the multi-sectoral interests 
of the Basque Autonomous Community between the institutions 
and bodies of the European Union.

DELEGATION OF THE  BASQUE COUNTRY 
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DELEGATION OF THE  BASQUE COUNTRY 

FUNCTIONS

- Represent the interests of the Basque Autonomous Community before the bodies and institutions EU.

- Manage socioeconomic, sectoral and professional interests of Euskadi when these are concerned and 
affected by EU initiatives.

- Follow up the decision making process and obtain information related to the European Union legislative 
initiatives that affect basque competences and interests.

- Serve as infrastructure to facilitate encounters and meetings between the socioeconomic agents or 
authorities from the Autonomous Community and the European Institutions.

- Offer technical advice to those public and private entities of the Basque country wishing to participate at 
community level.

- To act as an interface between the Basque country and the Spanish Permanent Representation.

- Collaborate with the offices of other Autonomous Communities, Länder and Regions in Brussels.

- Enable, with the aim of defending and promoting the multi-sectoral interests of the Basque Country, the 
collaboration between entities and bodies of the Basque Country and other public and private entities 
located in Brussels.
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DELEGATION OF THE  BASQUE COUNTRY 

ACTIVITIES

- Monitoring EU legislation and information coming from the EU institutions (Commission, Parliament, 
Council, Court of Justice) as well as preparing reports about the way that EU policies could affect Basque 
competences and interests.

- Monitoring European Programs and External Assistance Programs as well as the opportunities to 
participate in those programs.

- Provide orientation and technical support concerning the EU financial assistance for private and public 
basque projects in the framework of the European Financial Entities (European Investment Bank), the 
European Programs and the External Assistance Programs. 

- Management of basque state aid files in relation to the respect of EU competition policy.

- Participation in EU networks for exchanging information and good practices that interest the Basque 
country. 

- Organize conferences and workshops about EU topics of general interest.

- Facilitate the participation of the Basque Country in public consultations launched by the European 
Commission

- Press and communication



15

DELEGATION OF THE  BASQUE COUNTRY 

BASQUE COUNTRY PARTICIPATION IN THE EU

-Internal mechanisms of participation within Spain: Sectorial Conferences and Bilateral 
Conference. 

-Direct mechanisms of participation in the EU: the Committee of the Regions and the 
Committees of the European Commission.

-Participation in the EU Council of Ministers (in 4 Councils: Environment; Employment, Social 
Affairs, Health and Consumers; Agriculture and Fisheries; and Education, Culture and Youth).
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DELEGATION OF THE  BASQUE COUNTRY 

WHO WE ARE

Head of Office-Delegate 

6 EU Policy Officers

2 administrative assistants

5 internships

Focus on EU

For business development (not related to the EU programmes and projects): 

- SPRI (Basque Regional Development Agency) in Bilbao

- SPRI agent in Benelux (based in Rotterdam)

- Internship in External Trade (Basque Government, Internationalization Direction) in Economic and 
Commercial Office of Spanish Embassy in Brussels

Although we are not involved in the development/writing of EU projects we are very active in the pre-
phase (work programmes establishing the finance, call for proposals, info-days, partner search, etc.).
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BEST PRACTICES

- European capital of Culture-San Sebastián 2016

- Euskera: European Union use

- Electric Vehicle and Intelligent Energy Europe

- Atlantic Strategy
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BEST PRACTICES-
EUROPEAN CAPITAL OF CULTURE- SAN SEBASTIÁN 2016
(touristic capital/International Jazz Festival/Intern ational Cinema Festival/Etoiles Michelin
restaurants/Museums/landscape/border/beach..

ECOC Goals:
- Diversity and common features of European cultures,
- Mutual knowledge among European citizens,
- To rework a new vision of the city, the territory in which it is located and its alliances with other 
European cities,
- To undertake sustainable and strategic projects/cultural development, social cohesion.

SAN SEBASTIÁN 2016: "Waves of People Energy"
- Main idea: people and movements of citizens are the real driving force.
- 6 pilars:
1. Culture of peace and education in values 
2. United by the Atlantic 
3. The city of words 
4. Cultural Euro-city 
5. Rediscovering Europe 
6. Mobilisation of creativity
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SAN SEBASTIÁN 2016: "Waves of People Energy"

- Government priority/3 different institutions together,

- Regional Cooperation/Promoting the Basque Country,

- Eurocity/border and cultural cooperation/networking between cities y european 
networks/city new partners,

- Local and regional development (INTERREG possibility)

- Creativity and cultural industry/EY2009 best practices (Disonancias)/European 
region case study,

- Cultural tourism/competitiveness-tourism (EC new interest),

- Active Citizens/voluntiring,

- Multicultural diversity/new approach,

- Communicating Europe/more “Europe”
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EUSKERA: EUROPEAN UNION USE

• Agreements- The Basque can be used in the EU institutions once the 
State has signed the respective administrative agreements:

- European Union Council (2005): Basque Ministers can used Basque in his
intervention,

- Committee of Regions (2005): First intervention in Basque - Basque delegate
can used Basque in his intervention at plenary session,

- European Commission (2005): Citizens may write in Basque, and have the right 
to receive the corresponding response in the same language,

- CESE (2006): Basque delegate can used Basque in his intervention at plenary
session,

- Ombusman (2006): Citizens may write in Basque, and have the right to receive
the corresponding response in the same language

- All Resolutions adopted jointly by the European Parliament and the Council of the 
European Union shall be published in Basque.

- Others: Translation EU information for citizens, EU Logos...

Basque is not an official language of the European Un ion, but...
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